Week 1
The Research Paper Topic Proposal and Thesis Statement

The Research Paper Topic Proposal Assignment
Include the following in your topic proposal:

· Topic derived from textbook chapters
· Your research question
· Your thesis statement
· A narrative describing your topic and why you chose it (its significance)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Your topic proposal should be approximately 200-300 words (equivalent to 2/3 - 1 double-spaced page in Word) in length. Use APA format, cite, and reference all sources.

This week, you will submit your research topic proposal to the discussion board your instructor for approval. As the development of informational literacy and effective writing skills are key learning outcomes of the General Education Program (see #1 and #5 above), you will select a research topic from one of the textbook chapters and write a scholarly, 4-5 page paper (not including the required cover page or references pages).   
For example, you may find interest in the life span of adolescence. From there, you may want to explore issues related to adolescent suicide. From this topic, you could pose a number of questions to research, such as:
1. What are increased risks for adolescents from single-parent homes at higher risk compared to those from two-parent homes, e.g., suicide, destructive behavior, etc.?
2. How does lack of play in childhood lead to self-sufficiency, anxiety, depression, and other commonly believed outcome behaviors in adolescence?
3. What are the effects of "helicopter parenting" on adolescents?

How to Develop a Research Question
Your research question should enable you draw some unique conclusions so that you are not simply reporting on research that has already been concluded. You may have to do some preliminary research within your topic to determine a suitable question. Research questions are not yes/no. Rather, they explore an issue’s nuance, advantages, disadvantages, and the like. Here are some examples. 
· This example is too broad and will likely lead to a confusing and disorganized paper. It lacks parameters.
Why do adolescents commit suicide?

· This example is too narrow. It can be answered rather simply with some basic data.

How many adolescent suicides occurred last year?

· This example can be answered with yes/no.

Are adolescents from single-parent homes at higher risk of suicide than those from two-parent homes?

Example of Effective Research Question:
A good research question specifies the parameters of the research, yet leaves room for analysis and the writer’s unique input.
What are some of the unique social factors that led to an increase in suicide rates among 13- to 18-year-old females in 2015?

(In your paper, you should define two to three social factors you deem significant and connect them with the appropriate physical, cognitive, and socioemotional occurrences happening during this part of life span development. Then, draw your own conclusions from the research you find.)
Thesis Statement
A thesis statement takes a debatable stance or claim of an issue or concept on which there is no current consensus. For example, “Hunger is bad for society” is not an acceptable thesis statement as few if any people will argue that hunger is ever “good.” Once you have your research question, phrase it as a statement so that it can become your thesis statement. The thesis statement is what drives the direction of your paper. An example of a thesis statement derived from the above research question:

Transgender, female adolescents are at significantly greater risk for suicide than their non-transgender peers.

Recommended: Review the rubric for further information on how your assignment will be graded.

